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HfH  E  Author  of  the  following  Speech  might 
A-  jufiify  his  manner  of  publifhing  it  by  very 
great  authorities.  Some  of  the  noblejl  pieces  of 
eloquence,  the  -world  is  in  poffeffion  of,  -were  net 
fpoken  on  the  great  occaftons  they  were  intended 
to  ferve ,  and  fc  cm  to  have  been  preferved  merely 
from  the  high  fenfe  that  was  entertained  of  their 
merit. 

‘ The  prpfnt  performance  appears  in  public 
from  humbler  but  jufer  motives  :  from  the  great 
national  importance  of  the  fubjell  ;  from  a  very 
warm  defre  and  fame  faint  hope  of  ferving  our 
country ,  by  Juggefling  a  few  of  the  ufeful  truths 
which  great  men  are  apt  to  overlook. 

The  Author  has  abflained  mod  religioufly  from 
perfonal  refle Elions.  He  has  ccnfured  no  man. , 
and  therefore  hopes  he  has  of  ended  no  man.  H  e 
feels  mod  fenfibly  the  misfortune  of  differing  from 
many  of  thofe  whom  he  wijhes  to  live  and  afl 
with  ;  and  from  fome  of  as  much  virtue  and  abi¬ 
lity  as  this  kingdom  affords.  But  there  are  alfo 
great  authorities  on  the  other  fide  ;  and  the 
greated  authorities  can  never  pc  rf wade  him ,  that 
it  is  better  to  extort  by  force ,  what  he  thinks  may 
be  gained  more  fin  ely  by  gentle  means. 


He 
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He  looks  upon  power  as  a  coarfe  and  mecha¬ 
nical  inftrument  of  government ,  and  holds  the  ufe 
of  it  to  be  particularly  dangerous  to  the  relation 
that  fulftfls  between  a  mother  country  and  her 
colonies .  In  fuch  a  cafe  he  doubts  whether  any 
point  ought  to  be  purjued ,  which  cannot  be  car¬ 
ried  bv  perfuafon,  by  the  fenfe  of  a  common  inte - 
reft,  and  the  exercife  of  a  moderate  authority. 
Jrie  thinks  it  unneceffary  to  lay  down  the  limits  of 
fovereignty  and  obedience ,  and  more  unneceffary 
to  fght  for  them.  If  we  can  but  ref  ore  that 
mutual  regard  and  confidence ,  which  formerly 
governed  our  whole  intercourfe  with  our  colonies , 
particular  cafes  will  eafly  provide  for  themfelves . 
He  alls  the  part  of  the  truefl  patriot  in  this 
dangerous  .crifs,  whether  he  lives  at  London  or 
at  Lsoflon ,  who  purfues  fncerely  the  mojl  lenient 
and  conciliating  meafures  ;  and  wifhes  to  reflore 
the  public  peace  by  fome  better  method  than  the 
(laughter  of  our  fellow  citizens. 
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j**"^^*  is  of  fuch  great  importance  to  coni- 

kLJ**'  «£f*  k&*ULjtf  pofe  or  even  to  moderare  the  difien- 
j  &  »  tions,  which  fubfift:  at  prefent  between 
£%  our  unhappy  country  and  her  colo- 
V'»f  nies,  that  I  cannot  help  endeavouring, 
^  jJ-'A?  a%iuL  *s(  from  the  faint  profpe£t  I  have  of  con* 
tributing  fometlv.ng  to  fo  good  an  end,  to  overcome  the 
inexprtlhblc  reluctance  I  feel  at  uttering  my  thoughts 
before  the  moft  rcfpcflable  of  all  audiences. 

Ths  true  object  of  all  our  deliberations  on  this  cc- 
cafion,  which  1  hope  we  fhall  never  Jofe  fight  of,  is  a 
full  and  cordial  reconciliation  with  Norrh- America. 
Now  I  own  my  Lords,  I  have  many  doubts  whether 
the  terrors  and  punifhments’  we  hang  out  to  them  at 
prefent,  are  the  fureft  means  of  producing  this  recon¬ 
ciliation.  Let  us  at  lealt  do  this  juftice  to  the  people 
of  North  America  to  own ,  that  we  can  all  remember 
a  time  when  they  were  much  better  friends  than  at 
prefent  to  their  mother  country.  They  are  neither 
our  natural  nor  our  determined  enemies.  Before  the 
Stamp  Aft,  we  confidcred  them  in  the  light  or  as  good 
fybjcitg  as  (he  natives  of  any  county  in  England. 
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It  is  worth  while  to  enquire  by  what  Heps  we  firft 
gained  their  affe&ion,  and  preferved  it  fo  long  ;  and  by 
what  conduft  we  have  lately  loft  it.  Such  an  inquiry  may 
point  out  the  means  of  reftoring  peace,  and  make  the 
"ufe  of  force  unneceflary,  againft  a  people,  whom  I  can¬ 
not  yet  forbear  to  confider  as  our  brethren. 

It  has  always  been  a  moft  arduous  talk  to  govern 
diflant  provinces,  with  even  a  tolerable  appearance  of 
juftice.  The  viceroys  and  governors  of  other  nations 
are  ufually  temporary  tyrant?,  who  think  themfelves 
obliged  to  make  the  moil  of  their  time  ;  who  not  only 
plunder  the  people,  but  carry  away  their  fpoils,  and 
dry  upall  the  fources  of  commerce  and  induftry.  Tax¬ 
ation  in  their  hands,  is  an  unlimited  power  of  oppreflion : 
but  in  whatever  hands  the  pow-er  of  taxation  is  lodged, 
it  implies  and  includes  all  other  powers.  Arbitrary 
taxation  is  plunder,  authorifed  by  law  :  It  is  the  fup- 
port  and  the  eflence  of  tyranny  ;  and  has  done  more 
mifehief  to  mankind,  than  thofe  other  three  fcourges 
from  heaven,  famine,  peftilence  and  the  iword.  I 
need  not  carry  your  Lordfhips  out  of  your  own  know¬ 
ledge,  or  out  of  your  own  dominions,  to  make  you  con¬ 
ceive  what  mifery  this  right  of  taxation  is  capable  of 
producing,  in  a  provincial  government.  We  need  only 
recollcft  that  our  countrymen  in  India,  have,  in  the 
fpace  of  five  or  fix  years,  in  virtue  of  this  right,  def- 
troyed,  ftarved,  and  driven  aw-ay,  more  inhabitants 
from  Bengal,  than  arc  to  be  found  at  prefent,  in  all 
our  American  Colowies  ;  more  than  all  thofe  formida¬ 
ble  numbers,  which  we  have  been  nurfing  up  for  the 
fpace  of  200  years  with  fo  much  care  and  fuccefs,  to 
the  afionifhment  of  all  Europe.  This  is  noexaggeta- 
tion,  my  Lords,  but  plain  matter  of  fa&,  co!le<fted  from 
the  accounts,  fent  over  by  Mr,  Haftings,  whofc  name 

r  - 


t  "9  ) 

I  mention  with  honour  and  veneration.  And  I  mud 
own,  fach  accounts  have  very  much  leflened  the 
pleafurc  L*ufcd  to  feel,  in  thinking  myfelf  an  Englifh- 
mao.  We  ought  furely  not  to  hold  our  colonies  total¬ 
ly  irlexcufable  for  vvi fhing  to  exempt  themfelves  from 
a  grievance,  which  has  caufed  fuch  unexampled  devas¬ 
tation  ;  and,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  too  difgraceful  on 
yourfelves,  to  try  fo  cruel  an  experiment  more  than 
once.  Let  us  reflect  that,  before  thefe  innovations 
were  thought  of,  by  following  the  line  of  good  con¬ 
duct  which  had  been  marked  out  by  our  ancedors,  we 
governed  North-Amcric  a  wish  mutual  benefit  to  them 
and  ourfelves.  It  was  a  happy  idea,  that  made  us  firft 
con.'iJcr  them,  rather  as  indruments  of  commerce  than 
as  objeftsof  government.  It  was  wife  and  generous  to 
give  them  the  form  and  the  fpirit  of  our  own  ccnftitu- 
tion  ;  an  allembly,  in  which  a  greater  equality  of  re- 
prefentation  has  been  preferved  than  at  home;  and 
Councils  and  Governors,  fuch  as  were  adapted  to  their 
fituation,  though  they  mud  be  acknowledged  to  be  very 
inferior  copies  of  the  dignity  of  this  Houfc,  and  the 
Majedy  of  the  Crown,, 

But,  what  is  far  more  valuable  than  all  the  red, 
we  gave  them  liberty.  We  allowed  them  to  ufe  their 
own  judgment  in  the  management  of  their  own  intered. 
The  idea  of  taxing  them,  never  entered  into  our  heads. 
On  the  contrary,  they  have  experienced  our  liberality 
on  many  public  occafiuns :  We  have  given  them  boun¬ 
ties  to  encourage  their  indudry,  and  have  demanded  no 
return  bat  what  every  date  exails  from  its  colonics, 
the  advantages  of  an  exclufive  corpmerce,  and  the  re¬ 
gulations  that  arc  neccfiary  to  fecure  it.  We  made 
requisitions  to  them  on  great^occafions,  in  the  fame 
manner  32  our  Princes  formerly  afked  benevolences  of 

•  B  their 
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their  fubjeCts ;  and  as  nothing  was  afkcd  but  what  was 
vifibly  for  the  public  good,  it  was  always  granted  ;  and 
they  fometimes  did  more  than  we  expected;  The 
matter  of  right  was  neither  difputcd,  nor  even  con- 
fidercd.  And  let  ns  not  forger,  that  the  people  of 
New-Enghnd  were  themfelves,  during  the  Jalt  war, 
the  mod  forward  of  all  in  the  national  canfe  ;  that 
every  year  we  voted  them  a  confiderable  fum,  in  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  their  zeal  and  their  fcrviccs  ;  that 
in  the  preceding  war,  they  alone,  enabled  us  to  make 
the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  by  furnifhing  us  with  the 
only  equivalent  for  the  towns  that  were  taken  from  our 
allies  in  Flanders;  and  that  in  times  of  peace,  they 
alone  have  taken  from  us  fix  times  as  much  of  our 
woolen  manufactures,  as  the  whole  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land.  Such  a  colony,  my  Lords,  not  only  from  the 
juflice,  but  from  the  gratitude  we  owe  them,  have  a 
right  to  be  beard  in  their  defence  ;  and  if  their  crimes 
at  e  not  of-  the  mod  inexpiable  kind,  I  could  almod  fay, 
they  have  a  right  to  be  forgiven. 

'But  in  the  times  we  fpeak  of,  our  public  intcrcourfe 
was  carried  on  with  eafe  and  fatisfaCtion.  We  regard- 
•  ed  them  as  ottr  friends  and  fellow-c’rtizetls,  and  relied 
as  much  upon  their  fidelity,  as  on  the  inhabitants  of  our 
own  country.  They  law  our  power  with  pleafure  ; 
for  they  confidered  it  only  as  their  protection.  They 
Kherircd  our  laws,  our  language,  and  our  cudoms  ;  *  they 

Her  red  our  manufactures,  and  followed  our  fafhions 
'with  a  partiality,  that  foamed  our  exclufivc  trade  with 
them,  more  effectually  than  all  the  regulations  and  vi¬ 
gilance  of  the  'cudom-houfc.  i  Had  we  differed 
them  to  enrich  us  a  little  longer,  and  to  grow  a  little 
richer  themfelves,  their  men  of  fortune,  like  the  Wed- 
Indians,  would  undoubtedly  have  made  this  country 
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the’tr  place  of  education  and  refort.  For  they  looked 
Up  to  England  with  reverence  ami  alle&ion,  as  to  the 
country  of  the  ir  friends  and  ancestors.  They  edeemed 
and  they  called  it  their  home,  and  thought  of  it  as  tfve 
jews  once  thought  of  the  land  of  Canaan. 

Now,  my  Lords,  conGder  with  yourfeIve«,  what 
were  the  chains  and  ties  tnat  united  this  people  to  their 
mother  country,  with  fo  much  warmth  and  afFc&ion,  at 
fo  amazing  a  didance.  The  colonies  of  other  nations 
have  been  di (contented with  their  treatment  and  not 
without  fufficicnt  caufe  •;  always  murmuring  at  their 
grievances,  and  fome times  breaking  out  into  ads  of-  re¬ 
bellion.  Our  fubjeds  at  home,  with  all  their  reafons 
for  fffisfadion,  have  never  been  entirely  faiisfied. 
Since  the  beginning  of  this  century  we  have  had  two 
rebellions,  fcveral  plots  and  confpiracics  ;  and  we,  our- 
fclvcs,  have  been  witnciTes  to  the  mod  dangerous  cx- 
ccfles  of  fedition.  But  the  provinces  in  North- Ameri¬ 
ca  have  engaged  in  no  party,  have  excited  no  oppofici- 
on  ;  they  have  been  utter  drangers  even  to  the  name 
ot  whig  and  tory.  In  all  changes,  in  all  revolutions, 
they  have  quietly  followed  the  fortunes,  and  fubmiued 
to  the  government  of  England. 

Now  let  rue  appeal  to  your  Lordfhips,  as  to  men  of 
enlarged  and  liberal  minds,  who  have  been  led  by  your 
office  and  rank  to  rhe  dudy  of  hidory.  Can  you  find 
in  the  long  fucceffion  of  ages,  in  the  whole  extent  ot 
human  affairs,  a  (ingle  indance  wh  re  didant  provinces 
have  been  preferved  in  fo  flouriftiing  a  date,  and  kept 
at  the  fame  ti  ne  in  luch  due  fubjedion  to  their  mo¬ 
ther  country  ?  My  Lords,  there  is  no  indance  ;  the 
cafe  never  exided  before.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  mod 
lingular  pluenomcnon  in  all  civil  hidory  ;  and  the  caufe 
of  it  well  deferves  your  mod  ferious  confide  ration. 
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The  true  caufe  is,  that  a  mother  country  never  cxiflcd 
before,  who  placed  her  natives  and  her  colonies  on  the 
fame  equal  footing  ;  and  joined  with  them,  in  fairly  car¬ 
rying  on  one  common  interefi. 

You  ought  roconfider  this,  my  Lords,  not  as  a  mere 
hiflorical  fa  ft,  but  as  a  raoft  important  and  invaluable 
difeovery.  It  enlarges  our  ideas  of  the  power  and  ener¬ 
gy  of  good  government  beyond  all  former  examples, 
and  fliews  that  it  can  aft  like  gravitation,  at  the  greareft 
diflances.  It  proves  to  a  demooftration,  that  you  may 
have  good  fubjefb  in  the  remoteft  corners  of  the  carrh, 
if  you  will  but  treat  them  with  kindnefs  and  equity.  If 
you  have  any  doubts  of  the  truth  of  this  kind  of  reafon- 
ing,  the  experience  we  have  had  of  a  different  kind  will 
entirely  remove  them. 

The  good  genious  of  our  country  had  led  us  to  the 
Ample  and  happy  method  of  governing  freemen,  which 
I  have  endeavoured  to  deferibe.  Our  minifters  received  it 
from  their  predeccflors,  and  for  fometime  continued  to 
obferve  it ;  but  without  knowing  its  value.  At  length, 
prefuming  on  their  own  wifdorn,  and  the  quiet  difpefi- 
ti®n  of  the  Americans,  they  flattered  themfelves  that  we 
might  reap  great  advantages  from  their  poflerity,  by  de- 
Aroying  the  caufe  of  it.  They  chofe  in  an  unlucky 
hour,  to  treat  them  as  other  nations  have  thought  fit  to 
treat  their  colonies  ;  they  threatned,and  they  taxed  them. 

I  do  nor  now  inquire  whether  taxation  is  matter 
of  right  ;  I  only  conflder  it  as  matter  of  experi¬ 
ment  ;  for  furely  the  art  of  government  itfelf  is  found¬ 
ed  on  experience.  I  need  not  fuggeft  what  were  the  con* 
fequenccs  of  this  change  of  mcafurcs.  The  evils  pro¬ 
duced  by  it  were  Inch  as  w’e  flill  remember  and  flill  f  eel. 
We  fuflered  more  by  our  lofs  of  trade  with  them,  than 
the  wealth  flowing  in  fromlndia  was  able  to  recompence. 

The 
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The  bankruptcy  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  may  be 
fufticiently  accounted  for  by  the  rapine  abroad  and  the 
knavery  at  home  ;  but  it  certainly  would  have  been  de¬ 
layed  fome  years,  had  we  continued  our  commerce 
with  them  in  the  fingle  article  of  tea.  Bur  thar,and  many 
other  branches  of  trade  have  been  diverred  intoother  chan¬ 
nels,  and  may  probably  never  return  intirc  to  their  old 
courfc.  But  what  is  word  of  all,  we  have  loft  their 
confidence  and  friendfhip ;  we  have  ignorantly  under¬ 
mined  the  moft  folid  foundation  of  our  own  power. 

In  order  to  obferve  the  ftritfteft  impartiality,  it  is  but 
iuft  for  us  to  inquire  what  we  have  gained  by  thofe  tax¬ 
es  as  well  as  what  we  have  loft.  I  am  allured  that  out 
of  all  the  films  raifed  in  America  the  laft  year  but  on£, 
if  the  expcnccs  are  deducted,  which  the  natives  would 
elfe  have  difeharged  themfelves,  the  net  revenue 
paid  into  the  treafury,  to  go  in  aid  of  the  finkin*  fund, 
or  to  be  employed  in  whatever  public  fervicesParliament 
fhall  think  fit,  is  eighty  five  pounds.  Eighty  five  pounds, 
my  Lords,  is  the  whole  equivalent  we  have  received  for 
all  the  hatred  and  mifehief,  and  all  the  infinite  Ioffes  this 
kingdom  has  fuffered  during  that  year  in  her  difputes  with 
North  America  !  Money  that  is  earned  fo  dearly  as 
this, ought  to  be  expended  with  great  wifdomand  oeco'no- 
my.  My  Lords,  were  you  to  take  up  but  one  thoufand 
pounds  more  from  NorthAmerica  upon  the  fame  terms, 
the  nation  itfelf  would  be  a  bankrupt.  But  the  moft 
amazing  &  the  moft  alarming  circumftance  is  ftill  behind. 
It  is  that  our  cafe  is  fo  incurable,  that  all  this  experi¬ 
ence  has  made  noimpreffion  upon  us.  And  yer,  my 
Lords,  if  you  could  but  keep  thefe  faffs,  which  I  have 
ventured  to  lay  before  you,  for  a  few  moments  fn  your 
minds*(fuppofing  your  right  of  taxation  to  be  never  fo 
clear)  yet  I  think  you  muft  nceefFarity  perceive  that  it 

cannot 


(  ,14  ) 

cannot  be  cxercifed  in  any  manner  that  can  be  advanta¬ 
geous  to  ourlelves  or  them.  We  have  not  always  the 
v/ifdoin  to  tax  ourfelves,  with  propriety  ;  and  l  am  con¬ 
fident  we,cou!d  never  tax  >a  people. at  that  diftance,  with¬ 
out  infinite  blunders  and  infinite oppreffion.  And,  to 
own  the  truth,  myLpfds,  we  are  not  hoacA  cno’  to  truft 
ourfelvcs  with: the  povVeoof  flfifimg  opr  own  burthens 
upon  them.  Allow  there  fprg  to  concede,  I  think 
uOanfwcrably,  that  the-  inconvtjmijncifs  and  diflrcffs  we 
have  felt  in  this  change, o;  out  cpnfltift,  no  lefs  than 
the  cafe  and  tranquility  wefo  am  ly  hound  in  the  purfuit 
of  it,  will  force  u->,  if  we  have  any/f^nfe  left,  to  return  to 
the  good  old  path  we  trod  in  fo  iong>  -and  found  it  the 
way  to  plcafant.'pfs. 

i  D&fiRfc  to  have  it  underflooJ. ah  a  I  am  oppofing 
no  rights  that  our  legiflature  may  think  'roper  to  claim.: 
I  am  only  comparing  two  different  meiL  Is  of  govern¬ 
ment.  by  your  old  rational  and  generous  aJonnifi ra¬ 
tion,  by  treating  the  Americans  as  your  friends  ar.d 
fellow-citizens,  you  made  them  tire  happieli  of  human 
kind  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  drew  from  them,  by  com¬ 
merce,  more  clear  profit  than  Spam  has  drawn. from  all 
its  mines  ;  and  their  growing  numbers  were  a  d*ily  in- 
creafing  addition  to  your  ffrengrh.  'i  here  wac  no  room 
for  improvement  or  alteration  in  fo  noble  a  fyltcai  of 
policy  as  this.  It  was  fan&ified  by  time  by  experience, 
by  public  utility.  I  will  venture  to  ufe  a  bo'd  language, 
my  Lords  ;  I  will  allert,  that  if  we  had  uniformly  adop¬ 
ted  this  equitable  adminiffration  in  all  our  diftant  pro¬ 
vinces  as  far  as  circumffances  would  admit,  it  would 
have  placed  this  country,  for  ages,  at  the  head  of  human 
affairs  in  every  quarter  of  the  worid.  My  Lords,  this 
is  wo  vifionary  or  chimerical  doftrine.  The  idea,  of'  go¬ 
verning  provinces  and  colonies  by  force  is  vifionary  and 

chimerical. 
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cV  n  eric  at.  The  experiment  has  often  been  tried  and 
it  has  never  fucfcccdcd.  It  ends  infalliably  in  the  ruin 
of  the  one  Country  or  the  other,  or  in  the  lad  degree  of 
wrctchcdneft.  •  >  •>«  '  jk  u  rod  ,i  ji  ...»  ..  / 

If  rhere  is  any  truth,  my  Lords,  in  what  I  have  faid, 
and  1  moft  firmly  believe  it  all  to  be  true  ;  let  me  re¬ 
commend  it  to  you  to  refume  thsw  generous  and  benevo¬ 
lent  Ij  ’rit  in.  the  diiculTion  of  our  differences,  which 
ofed  to  be  the  fourcc  of  our  union.  We  certainly  did 
wrong  m  taxing  them  :  When  the  Sramp-A&  was  re¬ 
pealed.  we -did  wrong  in  laying  on  other  taxes  which 
tended  only  to  kerp  alive  a  claim,  that  was  mifehievous, 
impra&tcable  an  1  ulelefso  We  afted  contrary  to  our  own 
principles  of  liberty,  and  to  the  generous  fentiments  of 
otir  fovercign,  when  we  defired  to  have  their  judges  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  cr  .wn  for  their  ftipends  as  well  as  their 
continuance.*  It  was  equally  unwife  to  to/h  to- make 
ti  e  governors  independent  of  the  people  for  their  fab¬ 
rics  We  ought  co  conlider  the  governors  not  as  fpien 
intruflcd  with  the  management  of  our  intcreff,  but  as  the 
fervanrs  of  the  people,  recommended  to  them  by  us. 
Our  cars  ought  to  be  open  to  every  complaint  againfl 
she  governors  ;  buc  we  ought  not  to  fuffer  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  t<i  csnmplain  of  the  people.  We  have  taken  a 
diFrrent  .method,  to  which  no  finall  part  of  our 
difficulties  are  owrr.g.  Our  c^rs  have  been  open  to  the 
governors, and  fhut  to  the  people.  This  mud'.  nccefTirily 
lead  us  to  countenance  thejobbs  of  interested  men.  un¬ 
der  the  pretence  of  defending  the  rights  of  the  crown. 
Hut  the  people  are  certainly  the  heft  judges  whether 
they  are  well  governed  ;  and  the  crown  can  have  no 
rights  inconfrflcnt  with  the  happinefs  of  the  people. 

Now,  my  Lords,  we  ought  to  do  what  l  have  fug- 
geded,  and  many  things  more,  out  of  prudence  and  jo!- 

t!ce. 
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lice,  to  win  their  affcCtion,  and  do  them  public  fervice. 
If  we  have  a  right  to  govern  them,  let  us  exert  it  for 
the  true  ends  of  government.  Bur,  my  Lords,  uhat 
we  ought  to  do,  from  motives  of  rcafon  and  jufticc,  is 
much  more  than,  is  fufficient  to  bring  them  to  a  reafon- 
able  accommpdation.  For  thus,  as  1  apprehend,  Hands 
the  cafe.  They  petition  for  the  repeal  of  an  aft  of  par¬ 
liament,  which  they  complain  of  .as,  unjuft  and  oppreffive. 
And  there  is  not  a  man  amonglt  us,  not  the  warmeft 
friend  of  adminiflrationywho  does  not  fin-cerely  wifh  that 
a£t  had  never  been  made.  In  faff,  they  only  afk  for 
what  wc  wifh  to  be  rid  of.  Under  fuch  a  cifpofition  of 
mind,  one  would  imagine  there  could  be  no  occafion 
for  fleets  and  armies  to  bring  men  to  a  good  underfland- 
ing.  But,  my  Lords,  our  difficulty  lies  in  the  point  of 
honour.  We  muff  not  let  down  the  dignity  of  the  mo¬ 
ther  country  !  but  preferve  her  fovereignity  over  all  the 
parts  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  This  language  has  fome- 
thing  in  it  that  founds  pleafant  to  the  ears  of  Englifh- 
mcn,  but  is  otherwife  of  little  weight.  For  fure,  my 
Lords,  there  are  methods  of  making  reafonable  concef- 
fions,  and  yet  without  injuring  our  dignity.  Miniflers 
are  generally  fruitful  in  expedients  to  reconcile  difficul¬ 
ties  of  this  kind,  to  efcapc  the  embarraflments  of  forms, 
the  competitions  of  dignity  and  precedency  ;  and  to  let 
clafhing  rights  flecp,  while  they  trarsfaCt  their  bufinefs. 
Now,  my  Lords,  on  this  occafion  can  they  find  no  ex- 
cufe,  no  pretence,  no  invention,  no  happy  turn  of  lan¬ 
guage,  not  one  colourable  argument  for  doing  the  grea- 
tefl  fervice,  they  can  ever  render  to  their  country  ?  It 
mud  be  fomething  more  than  incapacity  that  makes 
men  barren  of  expedients  at  fuch  a  feafon  as  this.  Do, 
but  for  once,  remove  this  impracticable  flatelinefs  and 
dignity,  and  treat  the  matter  with  a  Jittle  common  fenfe 
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and  a  little  good  humour,  and  our  reconciliation  would 
not  be  the  work  of  an  hour.  But  after  ail,  my  Lords,  if 
there  is  any  thing  mortifying  in  undoing  the  errors  of  our 
minifters,  it  is  a  mortification  we  ought  to  fubinit  to.  If 
it  was  unjuft  to  tax  them,  we  ought  to  repeal  it  for  their 
fakes  ;  if  it  was  unwife  to  tax  taem,  we  ought  to  repeal 
it  for  our  own.  A  matter  fo  trivial  in  itfelf  as  the  three* 
penny  dury  upon  tea,  but  which  has  given  caufe  to  fo 
much  national  hatred  and  reproach,  ought  not  to  be  fuf- 
fered  to  fubfid  an  unneccfliry  day.  Muft  the  intcreft, 
the  commerce  anJ  the  union  of  this  country  and  her  co¬ 
lonies  be  ail  of  them  facrificed  to  fave  the  credit  of  one 
imprudent  meafure  of  adminiflration  ?  I  own  I  cannot 
comprehend  that  there  is  any  dignity  either  in  being  in 
the  wrong,  or  in  perfifling  in  it.  I  have  known  friend- 
fh:p  prelervcd  and  affection  gained,  but  I  never  knew 
dignity  loll  by  the  candid  acknowledgment  of  an  error. 
And,  my  Lords,  let  me  appeal  to  your  own  experience 
of  a  ew  years  backward  (I  will  not  mention  particulars, 
becaufe  I  wou  d  pafs  no  cenfures  and  revive  no  unplca- 
fant  reflexions)  but  I  think  eveiy  candid  minifler  muft 
own,  that  a  Iminiflration  has  fullered  in  more  inflances 
than  one,  both  in  intercfl  and  credit,  by  not  chufiing  to 
give  up  points,  that  could  not  be  defended. 

With  regard  to  the  people  of  Boflon,I  am  free  to  own 
that  I  neither  approve  of  their  riots  nor  their  punifhmenr. 
And  yet  if  we  infhX  it  as  we  ought,  with  a  confcioufnefs 
that  wc  were  ourfelves  the  agrcflbrs,  that  we  gave  the 
provocation,  and  that  their  difobedience  is  the  fruic 
of  our  own  imprudent  and  imperious  conduX,  I  think 
the  punifhmcnt  cannot  rife  to  any  degree  of  feverity. 

I  own,  my  Lords,  I  have  read  the  report  of  the 
J.erds  Committees  of  this  houfe  with  very  different  fen- 
timents  from  thofu  with  which  it  was  drawn  up.  It  feems 

C  to 
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be  dcfigned,  that  we  fhould  confider  their  violent 
meafurcs  and  fpeeches,  as  fo  many  determined  a<fts  of 
oppofition  to  the  fovercignty  of  England,  arifing  from 
the  malignity  of  their  own  hearts.  One  would  think 
the  mother  country  had  been  totally  filent  and  paffive 
in  the  progrefs  of  the  whole  affair.  I  on  the  contrary 
confider  thefe  violences  as  the  natural  cffcfts  of  fuch 
meafures  as  ours  on  the  minds  of  freemen.  And  this 
is  the  mod  ufeful  point  of  view,  in  which  government 
can  confider  them.  In  their  fituatiou  a  wife  man  would 
expert  to  meet  with  the  ftongeft  marks  of  paffion  and 
imprudence,  and  be  prepared  to  forgive  them.  The 
firft  and  eafiefl  thing  to  be  done  is  to  correct  our  own 
errors  ;  and  I  am  confident  we  fhould  find  it  the  mod 
efflftual  method  to  correct  theirs.  At  any  rate  let  us 
put  ourfelvcs  in  the  right  j  and  then  if  we  muff  contend 
with  North-America,  we  fhall  be  unanimous  at  home, 
aDd  the  wife  and  the  moderate  there  will  be  our  friends. 
At  prefent  wc  force  every  North- American  to  be  our 
enemy  ;  and  the  wife  and  moderate  at  home,  and  thofe 
immenfe  multitudes,  which  muff  foon  begin  to  fuffer  by 
the  madnefs  of  our  rulers,  will  unite  to  oppofe  them. 
It  is  a  ftrange  idea  we  have  taken  up,  to  cure  their  rc- 
fentments  by  increafing  their  provocations ;  to  remove 
the  effects  of  our  own  ill  conduct,  by  multiplying  the 
inftances  of  it.  But  the  fpirit  of  blindnefs  and  infatua¬ 
tion  is  gone  forth.  We  are  hurrying  wildly  on  without 
any  fixed  defign,  without  any  important  objeff.  We 
purfue  a  vain  phantom  of  unlimited  fovereignty,  which 
was  not  made  for  man  ;  and  reject  the  folid  advantages 
of  a  moderate,  ufeful  and  intelligible  authority.  That 
juft  God,  whom  we  have  all  fo  deeplv  offended,  can 
hardly  inft'uft  a  fevercr  national  punifhmenr,  than  by 
committing  us  to  the  natural  confequcnccs  of  our  own 

conduft. 
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eondud.  Indeed,  in  my  opinion,  a  blacker  cloud 
never  hang  over  this  Ifland. 

To  reafbn  confidently  with  the  principles  of  jufiice 
and  national  friendfilip,  which  1  have  endeavoured  to 
edablifh,  or  rather  to  revive  what  was  edablifhed  by 
our  ancedors,  as  our  wifed  rule  of  eondud  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  America  ;  I  mud  neccflarily  difapprove  of 
the  Bill  before  us  ;  for  it  confradids  every  one  of  them. 
In  our  prefent  fituation  every  ad  of  the  legiflature,  even 
our  ads  of  feverity  ought  to  be  fo  many  deps  towards 
the  reconciliation  we  wifh  for.  But  to  change  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  people,  without  their  confent,  ‘13  the  high- 
ed  and  mod  arbitrary  ad  of  fovereignty,  that  one  nation 
can  exercife  over  another.  The  Romans  hardly  ever 
proceeded  to  this  extremity  even  over  a  conquered  na¬ 
tion,  till  its  frequent  revolts  and  infurredions  had  made 
them  deem  it  incorrigible.  The  very  idea  of  it,  implies 
a  mod  total  abjedand  flavi  Pn  dependency  in  the  inferior 
date.  Recoiled  that  the  Americans  are  men  of  like 
paflions  with  ourfelvcs,  and  think  how  deeply  this 
treatment  mud  afTed  them.  They  have  the  fame  vene¬ 
ration  for  their  charters,  that  we  have  for  our  Magna 
Charta,  and  they  ought  in  reafan  to  have  greater.  They 
are  the  title  deeds  to  all  their  rights  both  public  and 
private.  What  ?  my  Lords,  mud  thefe  rights  never 
acquire  any  legal  afiurance  and  dability  ?  Can  they  de¬ 
rive  no  force  from  the  peaceable  pofieflion  of  near  two 
hundred  years  ?  And  mud  the  fundamental  condirutioo 
of  a  powerful  dare,  be  forever  fubjed  to  as  capricious 
alterations  as  you  may  think  fit  to  make, in  the  charter:: 
of  a  little  mercantile  company  or  the  corporation  of  a 
borough  ?  This  will  undoubtedly  furnidi  matter  fer  a 
more  pernicious  debate  than  has  yet  been  moved.  Every 
other  colony  will  make  the  cafe  its  own.  They  will 
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complain  that  their  rights  ca’n-never  be  afccrtained  ;  that 
every  thing  belonging  to  them  depends  upon  our  arbi¬ 
trary  will  ;-and  may  think  it  better  to  run  any  hazard, 
than  to  fubinit  to  the  violence  of  their  mother  country, 
in  a  matter  in  which  they  can  fee  neither  moderation 
nor  end. 

But  let  ns  cooly  enquire,  what  is  the  reafon  of  this 
unheai  d  of  innovation.  Is  it  to  make  them  peaceable  ? 
IMy  Lords,  it  will  make  them  mad  Will  they  be  bet¬ 
ter  .jovc-rned  if  we  introduce  this  change  ?  Will  they  be 
more  our  friends  ?  The  lead  that  fuch  a  meafure  can 
do,  is  to  make  them  hate  us.  And  would  to  God,  my 
Lords,  we  had  governed  ourfelves  with  as  much  ceco- 
nomy,  integrity  and  prudence  as  th>.y  have  done.  Let 
theni  continue  too  joy  the  liberty  our  fathers  gjve  them. 
Gave  them,  did  I  fay  ?  They  are  coheirs  or  liter  y 
with  aurfe.vcs  ;  and  their  portion  of  the  inheritance  has 
been  much  better  looked  after  than  ours.  Suffer  them 
vo  enjoy  a  little  longer  that  fhort  period  of  public  integ¬ 
rity  and  domeftic  bappinefs,  which  feems  to  be  the  por¬ 
tion  allotted  by  Providence  to  young  rifing  (fates.  In- 
flead  of  hoping  that  their  conllitution  may  receive  im¬ 
provement  from  our  (kill  in  government,  the  raoft  ufeful 
wifh  I  can  form  in  their  favour  is,  that  heaven  may  long 
preferve  them  from  our  vices  and  our  politics. 

Let  me  add  farther,  that  to  make  any  changes  in 
their  government,  without  their  confenr,  would  be  to 
tranfgrefs  the  w'ifcd  rules  of  policy,  and  to  wound  our 
moft  important  interells.  As  they  increafein  numbers 
and  in  riches,  our  comparative  (Length  mud  Icflcn.  In 
another,  age,  when  our  power  has  begun  to  lofe  fome- 
ihing of. its  fuperiority,  we  fhould  be  happy  if  u'e.  could 
fupport  our  authority  by  mutual  good  will  and  the  habit 
of  commanding;  but  chiefly  by  thofe  original  edablifli- 


mcnrs,  which  time  and  public  honour  might  have  ren¬ 
dered  inviolable.  Our  pofterity  will  then  have  reafon 
to  lament  that  they  cannot  avail  themfelvcs  of .  thole 
treafures  of  public  friendfhip  and  confidence  which 
our  fathers  had  wifely  hoarded  up,  and  we  are  throwing 
away.  1  I  'is  hard,  ’tis  cruel,  befides  all  our  debts  and 
taxes  and  thole  enormous  expences  which  are  multiply¬ 
ing  u|»on  us  every  year,  to  load  our  unhappy  Tons  with 
ti  e  h  »tred  and  curies  of  North- America.  Indeed,  my 
Lords,  we  are  treating  pofterity  very  fcurvily.  We 
have  mortgaged  all  the  lands;  we  have  cur  down  all 
the  o  iks  ;  we  are  now  trampling  down  the  fences,  and 
rooting  up  the  feed  lings  and  lamplers,  and  ruining  all 
the  relources  of  another  age.  We  fhall  fend  the  next 
genera' ion  into  the  world)  like  the  wretched  heir  of  a 
worthlefs  father,  without  money,  credit,  or  friends  ; 
with  a  ftripped,  incumbered,  and  perhaps  untenanted 
eftare. 

Having  fpofce.  fo  largely  againft  the  principle  of  the 
bill,  it  is  ho’dly  neceflary  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  it. 
1  fhall  only  obferve,  that  even  if  we  had  the  confent  of 
the  people  to  alter  their  governtnent,  it  would  he  un- 
wile  to  make  fuch  alterations  as  thefc.  To  give  the 
appointment  of  the  governor  and  council  to  the  crown, 
and  the  difoofa!  of  all  places,  even  of  the  judges,  and 
wirh  a  power  of  removing  them,  to  the  governor,  is 
evidently  calculared.with  a  view  to  form  a  llrong  parry 
in  our  favour.  This  I  know  has  been  done  in  other 
colonies  ;  but  ftill  this  is  opening  a  fource  of  perpetual 
difeord,  where  it  is  our  intereft  always  to  agree.  If  wc 
mean  any  thing  by  this  eftablifhmenr,  it  is  fo  fupport 
the  governor  and  the  council  againft  the  pcop'e,  i.  e.  to 
ejuarrel  with  our  friends,  that  we  may  pleafe  their  fer- 
.vant?.  This  fcheme  of  governing  them  by  a  party  is 


not  wifely  imagined,  it  is  much  too  premature,  and  at 
all  events,  mult  turn  to  our  difadvantage.  If  it  lails, 
it  will  only  make  us  contemptible;  if  it  fuccecds,  it 
will  make  us  odious.  It  is  our  intereft  to  take  very 
little  part  in  their  domcftic  adminiftration  of  govern¬ 
ment, but  purely  to  watch  over  them  for  their  good.  We 
never  gained  fo  much  by  North-Amcrica  as  when  we 
Jet  them  govern  themfelves,  and  were  content  to  trade 
with  them  and  to  proteft  them.  One  would  think, 
my  Lords,  there  was  fome  ftatute  law,  prohibiting  us, 
under  the  fevereft  penalties,  to  profit  by  experience. 

My  Lords,  I  have  ventured  to  lay  my  thoughts  be¬ 
fore  you,  on  the  greateft  national  concern  that  ever 
came  under  your  deliberation,  with  as  much  honefty  as 
you  will  meet  with  from  abler  men,  and  with  a  me¬ 
lancholy  aflurance.that  not  a  word  of  it  will  be  regarded. 

And  yet,  my  Lords,  with  your  permiflion,  I  will 
wade  one  fhort  argument  more  on  the  fame  caufe,  one 
that  I  own  I  am  fond  of,  and  which  contains  in  it,  what 
I  think,  muff  affe£t  every  generous  mind.  My  Lords, 
I  look  upon  North-America  as  the  only  great  nurfery 
of  freemen  now  lefc  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  Wc 
have  feen  the  liberties  of  Poland  and  Sweden  fwept 
aw’ay,  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  by  treachery  and  ufur- 
pation.  The  free  towns  in  Germany  are  like  fo  many 
dying  fparks,  that  go  out  one  after  another  ;  and  which 
mufl  all  be  foon  extinguifhed  under  the  deflru&ive 
greatnefs  of  their  neighbours.  Holland  is  little  more 
than  a  great  trading  company,  with  luxurious  manners, 
and  an  exhaufted  revenue;  with  little  ftrength  and  with 
lefs  fpirit.  Switzerland  alone  is  free  and  happy  within 
the  narrow  inclofurcs  of  its  rocks  and  vallics.  As  for 
the  (fate  of  this  country,  my  Lords,  I  can  only  refer 
myfelf  to  your  own  fecret  thoughts.  I  am  difpofed  to 

think 
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think  and  hope  the  bed  of  public  Liberty.  Were  I  to 
d  - (bribe  her  according  to  my  own  ideas  at  prefent,  l 
fhould  (ay  that  (he  has  a  fickly  countenance,  but  1  trud 
(he  has  a  drong  conftitution. 

But  whatever  m3y  be  our  future  fate,  the  greateft 
glory  that  attends  this  country,  a  greater  than  any  other 
nation  ever  acquired,  is  to  have  fo' med  and  nurfed  up 
to  fuch  a  date  of  happinefs,  thofe  colonies  whom  w « 
are  now  fo  eager  to  butcher.  We  ought  to  chcrilh 
them  as  the  immortal  monuments  of  our  public  juflicc 
and  wifdotn  ;  as  the  heirs  of  our  better  days,  of  our  old 
arts  and  manners,  and  of  our  expiring  national  virtues. 
What  work  of  art,  or  power,  or  public  utility  has 
ever  equalled  the  glory  of  having  peopled  a  continent 
without  guilt  or  bloodiheti,  with  a  multitude  of  free 
and  happy  common-wealths  ;  to  have  given  them  the 
bed  arts  of  life  and  government;  and  to  have  differed 
them  under  the  (hcltcr  of  our  authority,  to  acquire  in 
peace  the  (kill  to  ufe  them.  In  comparison  of 
this,  the  policy  of  governing  by  influence,  and  even  the 
pride  of  war  and  vi&ory  arc  dilhoned  tricks  and  poor 
contemptible  pageantry. 

W il  feem  not  to  be  fenfible  of  the  high  and  impor¬ 
tant  trud  which  providence  has  committed  to  our  charge. 
The  mod  precious  remains  of  civil  liberty,  that  the 
world  can  now  boad  of,  are  lodged  in  our  hands  ;  and 
God  forbid  that  we  (hould  violate  fo  facred  a  depofit. 
By  enflaving  your  colonies,  you  not  only  ruin  the 
peace,  the  commerce,  and  the  fortunes  of  both  coun¬ 
tries;  but  you  extinguifh  the  faired  hopes,  fhut  up  the 
lad  afylum  of  mankind.  I  think,  my  Lords,  without 
being  weakly  fuperditious,  that  a  good  man  may  hope 
that  heaven  will  take  part  againd  the  execution  of  a 
plan  which  feems  big,  not  only  with  mifehief,  but  im¬ 
piety.  Let 
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Let  us  be  content  with  the  fpoils  and  the  deftru<ftion 
of  the  cal't.  It  your  Lordfhips  can  fee  no  impropriety 
in  it, let  the  plunderer  &  the  opprcflor  ftilJ  go  free,  hut 
iet  not  the  love  of  liberty  be  the  only  crime  you  thin  c 
worthy  of  punifhment.  I  fear  we  fhali  loon  make  it  a 
part  of  our  natural  chara&cr,  to  ruin  every  thing  *t  '  at 
has  the  misfortune  to  depend  upon  us. 

N  o  nation  has  ever  before  contrived,  in  fo  f  ort  a 
fpace  of  time,  without  any  war  or  public  calamity  (un- 
lefs  unwife  meafures  may  be  fo  called)  to  deftroy  fetch 
ample  refources  of  commerce,  wealth  and  p  we.-,  as  of 
late  were  ours,  and  which  if  they  had  been  rightly  im¬ 
proved,  might  have  raifed  us  to  a  (late  of  mor  e  honoura¬ 
ble  and  more  permanent  greatnefs  than  the  world  hau 
yet  feen. 

Let  me  remind  the  noble  Lords  in  adminiftration, 
that  before  the  ftampaift,  they  had  power  fufficient  to 
anfwer  all  the  juft  ends  of  government,  and  they  were 
all  compleatly  anfwercd.  If  that  is  the  power  they 
want,  though  we  have  loft  much  of  it  at  prefent,  a  few 
kind  words  would  recover  it  all. 

But  if  the  tendency  of  this  bill  is,  as  I  own  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me,  to  acquire  a  power  of  governing  them  by 
influence  and  corruption  ;  in  the  firft  place,  my  Lords, 
this  is  not  true  government,  but  a  fophifticated  kind, 
which  counterfeits  the  appearance,  but  without  the  fpirit 
or  virtue  of  the  true  :  and  then,  as  it  tends  to  debafe 
their  fpirits  and  corrupt  their  manners,  to  dellroy  all  that 
is  great  and  refpe&able  in  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  the 
human  fpecies,  and  by  degrees  to  gather  them  together 
with  the  reft  of  the  world,  under  the  yoke  of  umverfai 
flavery;  1  think,  for  thefe  reafons,  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  wife  man,  of  every  honeft  man,  and  of  every 
Enulifhman,  by  all  lav/ful  means  to  oppofe  it. 

"  FIN  I'  S. 
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